The Painted Emblem
Newsletter of the Stratford upon Avon Gilbert & Sullivan Society

Summer 2010
Welcome one and all to the third newsletter and we hope that you are all enjoying a summer with some sunshine! Ruddigore is now gone but certainly not forgotten. The show a great success artistically and we thank all of you who worked on the production for a magnificent effort. Keep it up next time.

Financially, the show was less successful but the committee continues to try a find ways of balancing the books when we put on a show. This time, the main reason for our problems was simply lack of ticket sales and this must addressed in all aspects of marketing, ticket pricing, show popularity etc and any suggestions would be more than welcome. And so onwards and upwards.

The Autumn Programme
The programme for the Autumn and Winter concerts is now agreed and will consist of:
1st Half: Songs from Opera, Operetta and the Shows. Included are Showboat, Oklahoma, Aspects of Love, Tales of Hoffman, and Merrie Wives of Windsor.
2nd Half: A staged production of Trial By Jury.

We very much hope that there is something in the concerts for everyone’s taste and look forward to starting rehearsals on Wednesday 1st September.

For the RSC Concert, the proposal is that we perform Hail Poetry and The Double Chorus in the second act “When the foeman bears his steel”, both from Pirates of Penzance. 

As a reminder, the dates of the concerts are (Subject to variation and a possible addition) : 

Wednesday 24th November – Venue to be decided.

Thursday 25th November – Civic Hall

Friday 26th November – Ilmington Village Hall

Saturday 27th November – Henley in Arden Memorial Hall

Friday 10th December – Shipston on Stour  (Small cast for this venue)
Sunday 12th December – Main Theatre, Waterside

NB:  “Audition/Workshop” for the RSC Concert is on Saturday 18th September. Our slot will be in the MORNING session. 
The Winter and Spring

It is proposed that the society perform a Staged Concert Version of “The Gondoliers” from 14th – 19th March 2011 at The Civic Hall.

Those of us who took part in the concert version of “The Sorcerer” a year or two ago will remember how successful that production was, without incurring the huge costs of orchestras and a full set of costumes and scenery. In the current economic climate of both the Society and the country, we propose to revisit this form of production, taking a lot of pressure off chorus members to learn moves etc, allowing them just to sing the score. We hope that new and old members alike will support this project.
Rehearsal for this production will commence on Wednesday December 15th.

Social
There will be a “Bring and Share” lunch on Sunday 8th August -12.30 onwards - at The Stable Barn, Ilmington (CV37 8NS for Sat Navs). There is no charge to attend, you just need to bring some food and drink and your good company. Friends and supporters of the Society are also welcome and there will be barbeque facilities for anyone wishing to cook their own fare. There will be a raffle for the Society funds which you will need to support!
Please come along and support our company. So that we can judge the numbers coming, please will you email Sue McFall to let her know you will be there. susanmcfall@ymail.com
The Bear Pit 

Less to report this time, only to remind you of the two major fundraising events coming up.

July 27th – 31st  “Toad of Toad Hall” A Wilson Roberts Production in support of The Bear Pit Stratford Civic Hall, 7.30 pm  Matinee Saturday 31st 2.30pm

A Masked Ball at Stratford Manor Hotel. Friday September 10th 7.30pm – 1am
What’s On
My thanks to Pam Hickson at The Bear Pit for the following, and we hope you will be interested to know that the cast of She Stoops to Conquer includes our very own Amy Cate Walsh, Bel Smith, David Derrington, Anne Horsley and Brenda Littlewood. The director is Amanda Laidler and Andrew Holtom has composed the music.
 
Stratford Music Centre is holding their Annual Concert at the Civic Hall on Saturday 10th July at 7.00pm. Tickets are available from the Box Office: 01789 207100  www.civichall.co.uk
 
On the following day, 11th July, Stratford Symphony Orchestra is also performing at Civic Hall. Their concert will be Weber’s Oberon Overture, Dvorák’s The Golden Spinning Wheel and Brahms Symphony No 1 in C minor. A grand evening’s entertainment. Tickets again are available through the Civic Hall Box Office: 01789 207100  www.civichall.co.uk
  

 Second Thoughts will be presenting their summer production:
A new musical version of
Oliver Goldsmith’s
She Stoops to Conquer
or 
The Mistakes of a Night
Original music by Andrew Holtom
 

In the gardens of Halls Croft, Old Town, 14-18th July and 21st to 24th July
 

Tickets may be booked online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/secondthoughts 
or from 07702-721775 Full price £11.00, Concession £8.00, Children 16 and under £5 
(Booking fee applies for online sales)
 

In2theatre present:
 
A Midsummer Night
with guests Devices and Silver Bough
 
a production based on Shakespeare's Midsummer Nights Dream which will be performed on Sunday 18th July at 5pm & 7.00 pm at the Civic Hall.
 

Tickets are available from the Box Office: 01789 207100  www.civichall.co.uk
  
 

And finally, Wilson Roberts Productions is staging:
 
TOAD OF TOAD HALL
 
This acclaimed all singing, all dancing, family entertainment is being performed in support of The Bear Pit. 
 
Performances run from Tuesday 27- Friday 30th July 7.30 pm 
and Saturday 31st July at 2pm & 7.30 pm
 
Friday 19th September A Masked Ball   The Manor Hotel, Stratford upon Avon

In Aid of The Bear Pit

And Finally,Finally,

For those of you who contribute to Rupert Murdoch’s or Richard Branson’s pensions, you may be interested in a new series on Sky Arts 2 entitled “Gilbert & Sullivan : A Motley Pair” The series starts in September but I do not yet have details of dates and times. I will contact you when I do.

 Sky Arts2 is on Sky Channels 257 /  259HD and Virgin Channel 285.
